
Community Loses in PPC-1 Cable Project

Recent media reports have celebrated the successful landing by PIPE International of a new undersea broadband cable from Guam at a local sports field. That sports field was Plateau Park, Collaroy Plateau and the local community are not sharing in this celebration. PIPE International have turned their backs on the local community by denying a request to re-turf our oval despite more than twelve months of major disruption for the many hundreds of local children and adults playing with the Collaroy Plateau Cricket Club, Strikers Football Club, school sport, passive users and nearby residents.
Discussions with representatives from PIPE and Warringah Council had been promising with regards to the Community being adequately compensated for this disruption. Unfortunately PIPE have decided to only meet the minimal, unsatisfactory requirements of their permit. In doing so we firmly believe they have failed to fulfill their duty as a corporate citizen by not leaving the community, which has contributed to the success of their multi-million dollar PPC-1 project, in better shape than when they started. 

PIPE’s response outlining reasons why they will not compensate is nothing short of insulting to all in our community. Financial reasons given are at odds with the lavish celebration thrown at the ‘landing’ of the cable which included flying dignitaries around in helicopters! It appears their commercial venture paid little if anything for the use of Plateau Park, yet PIPE accuse us of attempting to exploit a ‘windfall opportunity’ or in other words, trying to get something for nothing. Not once have PIPE acknowledged the impact of their project, let alone thanked us for our cooperation and support.

Another disappointing aspect is that PIPE are only doing what they are required to do. The permit granted has allowed PIPE to erect a construction compound in the middle of our community’s precious open space & sports field for as long as it takes, return the site to the way it was and pretend that they were never there. It shouldn’t take disconnected bureaucrats issuing permits to point out to organisation’s like PIPE their responsibility to help build strong communities through their projects, to share the rewards with those that helped them to achieve it or at the very least, contribute what is fair and reasonable. 
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